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Dear Friends at St John’s Parish Church,

I firstly want to thank you for welcoming the 
Rev. May Bell as your Locum. May has a loving 
pastoral heart and I know that she is enjoying 
being with you.

As I write to you, the sun is ‘splitting the skies’ 
and the town is ‘mobbed’ with visitors. Except, 
maybe they are not all visitors. It’s hard to tell. 

Issues like this are found throughout the Bible. How difficult it can be 
for us to distinguish ‘visitors from locals’; ‘good people from bad 
people’; ‘members of one church from members of another’; ‘sheep 
from goats’. 

When moderator of the Presbytery of Perth I put together a slide 
show of pictures and asked those gathered to tell me whether the 
picture contained the image of a goat or a sheep? I then used the same 
slide show another time, during worship, and asked the members of 
my congregations the same question. And, truthfully, neither at 
Presbytery nor at church did anyone get all the answers correct; 
which for farming communities was quite a surprise. But it did 
highlight that when Jesus speaks about separating the sheep from the 
goats at the day of judgement, He must be judging them on other 
qualities than the way they look.

So, what does that say to us about judging others. Yes, I fully 
appreciate that the Bible tells us not to judge others, and I’m sure that 
you are very much aware of that too; but I also know that everyone 
does it. It seems to be a human trait; or a human failing. The reason I 
raise this question is because we are all moving towards a time of 
discussion about the future of the church in Largs. And, in 
discussions like this, it’s always easy to talk about ‘them’ and ‘us’; 
when actually all the people who are part of the Church of Scotland in 
Largs are ‘we.’ 

So, as ‘we’ begin to think about the future of the Church of Scotland 
in our area let me immediately comment on the positive of this: we 
are talking about the future. There is a future for the church (the 
People of God) and the Lord will continue to guide us towards that 
future. What it will look like ‘we’ don't know, because ‘we’ have not 
discussed it. But, if you already think you know what the church in 
our area will look like in the future, you may have already judged the 
situation. And ‘we’ all know the pitfalls of judgement! 

I genuinely feel excited about what God will do with us. So, as your 
Interim Moderator, I want to encourage you to feel free to discuss the 
future of our Church but be open to the movement of God’s Holy 
Spirit. Be creative; because we worship a creative God: Father, Son 
and Holy Spirit. And who knows, what you think you already know 
may be changed by how the Holy Spirit moves you. The future is 
exciting and, if ‘we’ let Him, God will do wonderful things through 
us to His glory and His honour.

I look forward to meeting with the Kirk Session on 12th September 
that ‘we’ may begin some open dialogue about where God is leading 
us.

Stay safe in faith.

Yours in Christ.

Rev. Dr. Graham McWilliams

Interim Moderator

A LITTLE SOMETHING FOR THE BULLETIN

The other day someone said to me, ‘it must be quite a challenge to go 
into different churches as a locum?’ This made me later quietly 
meditate my  thoughts on  that question.

God called me into full-time ministry of Word and Sacrament and I 
have been privileged to serve Him among His people. Because of this 
I have been part of the life of many churches, through my years of 
training while at university, through my two year assistantship at 
Wellpark Mid Kirk Church, then my ordination into two churches 
over the years and finally working as a locum after my retirement for 
over 7 years. Now, now!! I am sure you are now trying to work out 
what age I am. But you see, a lady does not tell! What I can say is, that 
in all these years it has been a joy for me to minister among God’s 
people! Every day has been precious. What I have always said to all 
churches. ‘What you see, is what you get’. I say this simply because it 
is right to always be yourself and not pretend to be something else.  
Always remember God loves you just as you are. And from this 
thought we must also love ourselves. Just as we are! In saying this we 
also accept that we have to put ourselves into God’s hands, seeing 
Him as the potter and we the clay, that He can mould and shape us, 
and take away any rough edges in our character, and for this we give 
thanks.

So I say ‘yes’, life in ministry is a challenge, especially when you 
move from one church to another. In a sense you walk into the 
unknown as it takes time to get to know the people and they get to 
know you. What I believe though is, that a minister should never take 
it for granted that a new congregation should immediately respect 
and trust them. I believe this, in time, has to be earned as we 
prayerfully serve that congregation with love and care to the best of 
our ability.  And yes, that can be a challenge. Whatever situation you 
move into whether be in a new charge or taking on board the work of 
a locum. Human nature being what it is, many times you have to be 
prepared that you are being measured with regard the retiring 
minister of that charge. A little joke about this is. Don’t follow a super 
duper minister who has had no faults and has been perfect. Too hard 
an act to follow!..... Find a church where a rubbish minister is leaving 
the charge. Then you shall be seen as a shining light! What a 
congregation though should always remember is, that there is no two 
ministers the same. Each have their own personality and gifts to be 
used in a congregation. This I find in a personal level as, you may be 
aware, my husband is also a minister and each of us have had our 
different charge, and it is wonderful that it has worked so well.  
Simply because Ian and I both know that each of us have our own 
strengths in our ministry, and there has never been any reason to 
make comparisons. We support each other.

I have come to you as your new locum and this is a new challenge in 
my Christian walk in ministry. I say to you all. Let us serve God 
together. Let us praise God together. Let us as a family work together, 
sharing Christ’s love with each other.  A family is made up of all ages, 
so too is our Church family.  So let us encourage one another, be there 
for each other.  You shall hear me speak often of ‘We are the body, 
and Christ the Head.’  This we must always remember. Through The 
Spirit of the Living God, let us work as a team being led by the Hand 
of God. For this I pray. My promise to you as a church is, that I shall 
support you, love you and encourage you as you walk forward as a 
Body of Believing people.

Blessings to you all, and to those whom you love.

Rev. May Bell.



WHO'S PERFECT, ANYWAY?

God doesn’t need us to be perfect, He needs us to love Him with all our 
being, and to love our neighbour. Here are a few examples from a 
‘wayside pulpit’ poster reminding us of people in the Bible that God used 
in ‘working His purpose out’:

Abraham was too old, Jacob was a liar, Leah was ugly, Joseph 
was abused, Noah was a drunk, Moses had a stutter, Deborah 
was a manipulator, Ja'el was vicious, Gideon was afraid, 
Samson was a womaniser, Rahab was a prostitute, David was 
an adulterer, Jeremiah was too young, Esther deceived her 
husband, Elijah was suicidal, Job was a bankrupt, Mary was an 
unmarried mother, Peter denied Christ, the Samarian woman at 
the well had loose morals, Paul persecuted Christians, Martha 
was a worrier, Timothy was immature, Zacchaeus was small, 
Lazarus was dead.

_____________________

   Faith is not a conclusion you reach,

it’s a journey you live

   Aiden Wilson Tozer
_____________________

THE LEADER

I wanna be the leader,
I wanna be the leader.
Can I be the leader?

Can I? I can?
Promise? Promise?

Yippee I'm the leader!
I'm the leader!

OK, what shall we do?

                       Roger McGough

_____________________

MINI CHRISTMAS CAKE ORDERS

If you would like to order Mini Christmas cakes please phone Chris 
675127  or Janie 686009 by the end of October.  The cakes sold well last 
year raising a good amount of money for both the church and North 
Ayrshire Cancer Care. Money raised will support the same causes this 
year.  The price will remain at £4.

THURSDAY CLUB

An event is being organised for Saturday 18th of September 1.30pm -
3pm to which all past and present members are invited. This is to 
celebrate the 60th anniversary of St. John’s Thursday Club, if anyone has 
any memorabilia or photographs please bring them along so as everyone 
can share the memories. Light refreshments will be provided. Please let 
Doreen Smith know if you are coming, phone number is 672469.

TEA ROTA

Great to see everyone back at teas and coffees after Church.

SEPTEMBER

 5th Helen Blair, Sandra Gillespie,
  Grace Gilchrist, Helen Watson

 12th Helen Crawford, Elspeth Martin,
  Hilda May, Carol Harrison

 19th Morag Gilchrist, Morna Rae,
  Douglas Rae, Susan Stevenson

 26th Elizabeth McIntosh, Irene Livingstone, Chris Reekie 

OCTOBER

 3rd Margaret Roberts, Margaret Neil, Evie Corkill

 10th Penny Spencer, Grace Gilchrist, Sandra Gillespie

 17th Elspeth Martin, Helen Blair, Helen Crawford

 24th Hilda May, Carol Harrison, Janie Mckenzie

The first person named supplies two litres of milk and takes the cost of 
milk from the donations and any money collected should be handed over 
to Chris Reekie.

SUNDAY DUTY TEAMS

Sunday Duty Teams continue to be made up of Team Leader plus two 
other members. If you are unable to be present on your allocated week, 
please try to find a substitute and let the team leader know who to expect.

September 5th, October 3rd
Team D:  Rae Head, Fiona Williamson,
 Richard Williamson (Leader, Tel 568323)

September 12th
Team E:  Margaret Roberts, Duncan MacArthur,
 Jim Anderson (Leader, Tel 673854)

September 19th
Team A: Chris Reekie, 1 other,
 Richard Cain (Leader, Tel 670187)

September 26th
Team B:  Sheila Morrow, 1 other,
 Christine Hitter (Leader Tel 675796)

CHURCH FLOWERS
We are hoping to restart Church Flowers over the next couple of weeks. 
These not only brighten up the sanctuary, but are distributed to church 
members who have been ill, in hospital, are bereaved, or equally have a 
special occasion to celebrate. As we have lost quite a number of our 
members over this last eighteen months, there are a  number of dates 
available, if anybody would like to donate flowers once a year to mark a 
special date within their family, or equally, deliver the flowers to church 
members homes. If you think this is something you would like to get 
involved in, please telephone either:

Christine Hitter on 675796

Margaret McIntyre on 672557

Helen Blair on 670600

Pastoral Co-ordinator Christine Hitter

WARDROBE CLEAROUT?

Cathy Hughes, a teacher at Largs Primary School, has issued an urgent 
appeal for clothing and footwear for men, women and children of all ages 
(and sizes) who have fled from persecution in Afghanistan.

Bagged donations can be put into ‘Over The Moon’ (opposite the Home 
Hardware shop on Main Street) on weekdays from 1st – 12th September, 
10am till 4pm; or at 9 Stakehill (left at the door if no one in). 

Evie Corkill

CHRISTIAN AID
LARGS INTER-CHURCHES COMMITTEE

A date for your diary: Saturday 25th September. Coffee Morning for 
Christian Aid in Clark Memorial Hall 10am till noon. We're so 
pleased at last to have a date for another fundraising get-together with all 
Largs churches, eating, drinking and being merry in support of Christian 
Aid. We know St John’s will, as usual, give lots of support with 
man/womanpower and home-baking etc at the event.

Irene Livingstone & Evie Corkill (C.A. reps)

THOMAS MERTON

Thomas Merton (1915-1968) was one of the 20th century’s most 
influential American Christian authors. His autobiography Elected Silence 
(Hollis & Carter, 1949) sold over one million copies. He wrote sixty other 
books and hundreds of poems and articles on topics ranging from monastic 
spirituality to civil rights, nonviolence, and the nuclear arms race. Merton 
was declared the conscience of the peace movement of the 1960s, referring 
to race and peace as ‘the two most urgent issues of our time’. He supported 
the nonviolent civil rights movement, which he called ‘the greatest 
example of Christian faith in action in the social history of the United 
States’ and he endured severe criticism, from Catholics and non-Catholics 
for his political writings. A convert, Thomas Merton spent 27 years at the 
Cistercian Abbey of Gethsemani in Kentucky, but he was granted special 
dispensation to lecture and attend conferences.

The beginning of love is to let those we love be 
perfectly themselves, and not to twist them to fit our 
own image. Otherwise we love only the reflection of 

ourselves we find in them.

Thomas Merton   



MAGNUS MACFARLANE-BARROW 

FOUNDER OF MARY'S MEALS

Magnus has lived in Argyll, since the age of nine, 
and began his adult career as a fish farmer. However, 
when the Bosnian conflict made headlines in the 
early 1990s, Magnus and his brother Fergus were 
moved to help. He was named one of 2010's ‘Top 10 
Heroes’ by a broadcaster on CNN and received an 

OBE in the 2011 New Year’s Honours list. Before Mary’s Meals, 
Magnus played shinty for Glenorchy Camanachd Club and was capped 
four times by Scotland at senior international level. He is married to Julie, a 
trained nurse from Inverness. She became his co-driver on some of the first 
deliveries of aid to Bosnia-Herzegovina in 1993. They live in Dalmally. 

In 2021, this wonderful news – that 1,838,859 children are enjoying daily 
meals in schools and the chance to learn and thrive – has been made 
possible by the generosity of supporters and volunteers all over the 
world, and the many little acts of love carried out on behalf of Mary’s 
Meals to take us closer to a day when all children have enough to eat and 
are able to go to school. Despite Covid-19 lockdown restrictions, they 
have also welcomed 171,792 new children since the beginning of 2020.

In the past year they’ve expanded to reach more than 50,000 additional 
children in Zambia, 6,900 vulnerable children in Turkana (northern 
Kenya) and have doubled the numbers in Madagascar. They’ve also 
launched new partnership programmes in Niger, Zimbabwe and Malawi.

When Covid-19 hit in early 2020 and schools began to close around the 
world, they made huge efforts to adapt their school feeding model. 
Mary’s Meals started distributing food in communities for the children 
who rely on a daily meal. Some schools have since re-opened in the 
countries where they work and they are now safely reaching 1.8 million 
children every school day, whether at school or at home.  

Daniel Adams, executive director of Mary’s Meals, said: “The expansion 
of our programmes, especially during a year of considerable difficulties 
for us all, is a real testament to the determination and dedication of our 
teams, volunteers, partners and supporters, who keep striving to provide 
hungry children with a daily meal in their place of education, whether 
that’s at school or at home. This year continues to bring its own 
challenges, including the ongoing uncertainty created by Covid-19 in the 
countries in which we work and the brutal conflict in Ethiopia, which has 
driven many people from their homes and has drastically increased 
hunger levels. There are so many children still waiting for Mary’s Meals 
around the world, but we are confident in the innate goodness of all who 
are part of this movement and whose efforts bring us closer to a day when 
all children have enough to eat and can go to school.”

THANK YOU

May I take this opportunity to thank family, friends, St John’s Guild and 
church members for their flowers, cards, good wishes and prayers during 
my recent stay in hospital.

I was very touched by all the kindness shown.

Thank you all very much.

Moira Turner.

With sincere thanks to all our friends in St John’s for your cards, best 
wishes and most of all your prayers in what has been a very difficult time 
during Jean’s serious illness.

Jean and Frank Scott

JOIN US IN WORSHIP

We now have increased capacity within the Church and look forward to 
welcoming everyone back. We have Covid-19 safety measures in place 
including spaced setting and Test + Protect protocols.

If you are not yet ready or able but please note that our Zoom credentials 
had to be changed:

Zoom
Meeting ID 837 7549 7733.

YouTube
Search for St John’s Largs to subscribe to our channel or click on the 

link which is shared on Facebook.

Facebook
Search for Largs St Johns.

STRAWBERRY FIELD

‘Let me take you down, ‘cause I’m going to strawberry fields’ John 
Lennon wrote. ‘Nothing is real and nothing to get hung about. 
Strawberry fields forever.’ He continued, ‘Living is easy with eyes 
closed, misunderstanding all you see. It’s getting hard to be someone, but 
it all works out. It doesn’t matter much to me.’

Those were his words, and Paul McCartney composed the tune for their 
iconic Beatles hit. There was more: ‘No one, I think, is in my tree. I mean, 
it must be high or low - that is, you can’t, you know, tune in - but it’s all 
right. I think it’s not too bad. (I) always know, sometimes think, it’s me… 
but, you know, I know when it’s a dream. I think a ‘no’ will mean a ‘yes’, 
but it’s all wrong. That is, I think I disagree. John Lennon repeats, in 
conclusion: Let me take you down, ‘cause I’m going to strawberry fields. 
Nothing is real, and nothing to get hung about. Strawberry fields 
forever.’

Strawberry Field in Woolton, a suburb of Liverpool, has been in the care 
of The Salvation Army since the 1930s as a place to support vulnerable 
young people. It was a Children’s Home from 1936-2005. Today it 
remains a site of spirituality and inspiration. The redevelopment of 
Strawberry Field into a Centre where young people, regardless of 
disability, class, disadvantage, sexual orientation, or skin colour, can join 
the Salvation Army Steps to Work programme. This programme is a 12- 
to 18-month one that offers young people in Liverpool a chance to 
succeed. It gives the opportunity to gain skills and work-experience 
enabling them to achieve their goals - based in the very site that inspired 
John Lennon. Able volunteer staff provide spiritual and social fellowship 
for many young people with special physical and/or social needs. It is a 
popular visitor centre, on the Beatles Trail, with lovely gardens; and is 
open daily for meals, snacks, and has a shop which sells 60s 
memorabilia. 

John Lennon in 1980 wrote: ‘I was different all my life. No one I think is 
in my tree. Well, I was too shy and self-doubting. Nobody seems to be as 
hip as me is what I was saying. Therefore, I must be crazy or a genius. 
‘There’s no one on my wavelength / I mean, it’s either too high or too low.’ 
Lennon revised these words (‘I mean it must be high or low’), making 
them more obscure. The words ‘nothing to get hung about’ were inspired 
by his Aunt Mimi’s strict order not to play in the grounds of Strawberry 
Field, to which Lennon replied, ‘They can’t hang you for it.’ He was 
mostly brought up by his aunt, whose house was across the road from 
‘Strawberry Field.’

SCOTTISH COUNTRY DANCING

Country Dancing will resume on

Monday 27th September, 7pm-9pm,

in the Dunn Memorial Hall.

We look forward to meeting up again with friends, as well as 
welcoming new members.

Irene
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THE GUILD

Hello how good it is to share with you again a message from The Guild. It 
has been a time of change for us all in so many ways and it is good that we 
can start to see things move forward in a positive way.

We have all become aware that there are big changes coming throughout 
The Church of Scotland and in that light representatives from the three 
local Guilds have been in conversation about where the future was taking 
us, and so in foresight and faith typical of the Guild we have stepped 
forward after much prayer to form Largs United Guild.

This is an exciting time for us as we come together and share where God 
seeks to lead us as we seek to serve Him. Whose we are and whom we 
serve.

Our new session will start on Monday the 4th of October 2021 at 2pm in 
the Dunn Memorial Hall this will be a time of Thanksgiving and 
Communion. We will be meeting weekly. Please come along and join us 
in this new and exciting adventure  as we go forward in faith together.

Rae Head

ONE MORE STEP

Are we coming out of Covid? Over the summer it has been possible for 
regulations to be eased, but we don’t know what the future holds, or how 
to think about it. However, we do have the assurance that we are not 
alone. In Isaiah 43 God says, “Fear not, for I have redeemed you, I have 
summoned you by name, you are mine....You are precious and honoured 
in my sight, and I love you.” What an assurance to take forward! Sydney 
Carter, in his hymn, One more step along the world I go”, has the chorus, 
“And it's from the old we travel to the new. Keep me travelling along with 
you.” Travelling with God.

We have suffered a lot of losses in the last year. Many feel less confident, 
deskilled. People are saying they want to get back to “normal”. That is 
not possible. What was normal anyway? The world has changed. We see 
some of the effects of climate change. In Scotland it is reckoned that 
about 8,000 people are enslaved in one way or another. In 2020-21 we 
had about 42,000 people oddly described as being in “homeless 
households”. These figures are shocking. Dare we see that as normal? 
These people need help. Our society needs to act on these problems 
before they can be left behind us.

I think a better word than “normal” is “familiar”. Maybe we need to sift 
what is familiar and make sure we include truth, justice and peace. 
Remember Jesus’ calling, “The Spirit of the Lord is upon me, because he 
has anointed me to preach good news to the poor. He has sent me to 
proclaim freedom for the prisoners, and recovery of sight to the blind, to 
release the oppressed, to proclaim the Lord’s favour.” Do we see that as 
our calling too?

We may think we are too old, too young, or too insignificant to make a 
difference. However, no-one is too old, too young or too insignificant to 
pray. That is a form of giving, even if we may 
not be able to give in other ways. We can build 
on friendships and interdependence. We can 
reassess priorities. We can listen to and rely on 
God. We can make a difference, however 
small it may seem in our eyes. We can reach 
out to others. But we need to give ourselves 
time to readapt. Just one step at a time.

In a hymn, “Lord, for the years” by the Rt. 
Rev. Timothy Dudley-Smith, is the line, “past 
put behind us, for the future take us.” That 
could be our prayer.

Morag Fowler

VOLUNTEERS REQUIRED 
URGENTLY

St John’s would like to invite all of the congregation
to prayerfully consider the following roles:

Fabric Convenor
If we are not able to fill this role, we will need to explore 

employing someone to undertake this position.

Convenor of Africa Committee
As restrictions continue to ease, it is crucial that we 

continue to support our sisters and brothers in Africa in 
prayer and donations.

Editor of The Bulletin
A vital communication for many of our church members, we 
seek someone who will be able to work with Scott McGregor 

to collate articles and church news. Contact our Session 
Clerks or Scott on 01475 675203.

For more information about any of these roles, 
contact our Session Clerks, Morna & Douglas Rae, 

on mobile 07779 432344.

--------------------------------------------   COPY DATE FOR OCTOBER BULLETIN   --------------------------------------------

Please send your news and views for  inclusion by email to 
stjohnsbulletin@outlook.com or hand them in to Largs Printing Company by 

Monday 27th September 2021 at the latest.

Many thanks to those who have offered content for this edition.
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